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 201 KAR 23:060. Licensed social workers, certified social workers, and licensed clinical 
social workers. 
 
 RELATES TO: KRS 335.030, 335.080, 335.090, 335.100 
 STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 335.070(3) 
 NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 335.030 prohibits unlicensed social work 
practice and using social work titles except as authorized by law. KRS 335.080, 335.090, and 
335.100 establish licensed social worker, certified social worker, and licensed clinical social worker 
licenses, and KRS 335.080(3) establishes the conditions in which a certified social worker may en-
gage in the practice of clinical social work. This administrative regulation establishes the scope of 
practice for each license and the permissible use of license abbreviations. 
 
 Section 1. A person who possesses a valid, unsuspended or unrevoked licensed social worker 
license may: 
 (1) Engage in a social work activity except the practice of clinical social work as defined in 201 
KAR 23:070, Section 1(2); and 
 (2) Use the abbreviation "LSW." 
 
 Section 2. A person who possesses a valid, unsuspended or unrevoked certified social worker 
license may: 
 (1) Engage in a social work activity that: 
 (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, does not include the practice of clinical 
social work as defined in 201 KAR 23:070, Section 1(2); or 
 (b) Includes the practice of clinical social work as defined in 201 KAR 23:070, Section 1(2), if the 
conditions established in KRS 335.080(3) are met; and 
 (2) Use the abbreviation "CSW." 
 
 Section 3. A person who possesses a valid, unsuspended or unrevoked licensed clinical social 
worker license may: 
 (1) Engage in the practice of social work, including the practice of clinical social work as defined in 
201 KAR 23:070, Section 1(2); 
 (2) Hold himself out to the public as engaging in the practice of clinical social work as defined in 
201 KAR 23:070, Section 1(2); 
 (3) Use the abbreviation "LCSW"; and 
 (4) Employ a certified social worker under the conditions established in KRS 335.100(3). (3 Ky.R. 
264; eff. 10-6-1976; 10 Ky.R. 341; eff. 10-5-1983; 14 Ky.R. 168; eff. 8-5-1987; 23 Ky.R. 4202; 24 
Ky.R. 860; eff. 10-13-1997; Crt eff. 6-21-2019.) 


